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The Economic Characteristics of the Population  

2005 
• According to work status Population (15 years and over) in Dubai Emirate 

is distributed to individuals in labour force (employment unemployment) 
who are named Labour force economically influential in the society that 
represents (75.65%) of the total number of population followed by 
individuals outside labour force (full time student, housewife, other (who 
does not want work) represents (11.82%). As for individuals outside 
manpower (more than 65 years old) completely disable (who does not 
able to work) represents (0.43%) Individuals (less than 15 years) 
represents (12.10%) of the total population. 

 

• The number of employment (15 years and over) in the Emirate Reached 
(982,296) employed represents (74.34%) of the total population which 
considers a high ratio more than normal ratios due to the high number of 
Non-Local that required by some active economic sectors such as 
(construction sector, trade sector, …etc) in Dubai emirate. The highest 
percent was for males where it represents (88.06%) of total employment 
but for females (11.94) as shown in the next table. 

 
The percentage (15 years and over) by status of work and location  

 Emirate of Dubai  
 2005 
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Total 
population

Individuals
less than 
15 years 

old 

Individuals 
outside 
Manpower 

individuals 
outside 
Manpower

  Total 
individual
inside 
Manpower

UnemployedEmployed Location 

98.76 11.86 0.41 11.61 74.88 1.29 73.59 Urban 
1.24 0.24 0.02 0.21 0.77 0.02 0.75 Rural 

100.00 12.10 0.43 11.82 75.65 1.31 74.34 Emirate's 
Total 
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• The number of Labour force reached (999,618) individuals and the 
employment represents (98.27%) out of them (86.53%) males and 
(11.74%) females it is clear that the ratio of the employed males is more 
than that of females since most of them Non-local workers who came to 
work with out their families because of construction booming needed by 
economic projects in Dubai emirate where (87.15%) of them fall in the 
age group (20-44) as shown in the next table. 

 
The percentage of Population (15 years and over) inside manpower status by work 

and Location – Emirate of Dubai 
2005 

 

Employed Unemployed Emirate's Total Location Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
Urban 85.68 11.61 97.29 1.03 0.67 1.70 86.71 12.28 98.99
Rural 0.85 0.13 0.98 0.02 0.01 0.03 0.87 0.14 1.01
Total 86.53 11.74 98.27 1.05 0.68 1.73 87.58 12.42 100.00

 
The percentage of Population (15 years and over) inside manpower status by work and sex  

Emirate of Dubai 
2005 
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• The number of employment (15 years and over) in the Emirate have a 
qualifications below university level represents (83.38%) of the total 
employment, and it is more within males (75.33%) than females (8.05%) 
yet the ratio of illiteracy amounts to (6.30%) mostly are males non-local 
as shown in the next table.  
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The percentage of the Employed (15 years and over) by Educational Status, Sex and 
Location – Emirate of Dubai 

2005 
 

Urban Rural Emirate's Total Educational 
status Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

illiterate/ 
reads only 5.73 0.29 6.02 0.26 0.02 0.28 5.99 0.31 6.30 

Reads and 
writes 11.47 1.11 12.58 0.20 0.03 0.23 11.67 1.14 12.81 

Elementary 11.42 0.84 12.26 0.11 0.01 0.12 11.53 0.85 12.38 
Preparatory 17.31 1.43 18.74 0.11 0.02 0.13 17.42 1.45 18.87 

Secondary 25.09 3.46 28.55 0.14 0.04 0.18 25.23 3.50 28.73 
Below 

university 3.49 0.80 4.29 0.01 0.00 0.01 3.50 0.80 4.30 

University 11.41 3.57 14.98 0.04 0.01 0.05 11.45 3.58 15.03 
Above 

university 1.27 0.31 1.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.27 0.31 1.58 

    Total 87.19 11.81 99.00 0.87 0.13 1.00 88.06 11.94 100.00 
 
 

The percentage of the Employed (15 years and over) by Educational Status - Emirate of Dubai 
2005 
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• As for the classification of the employment according to social status, it 

was shown that the number of married individuals represents (72.49%) of 
the total employed although most of non-local are not accompanying their 
families with them to the country. While, the single individuals represents 
(26.14%) and the divorced individuals represents (0.42%) and the 
widowhood individuals represents (0.95%) as shown in the next table. 
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The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Marital Status, and sex  
Emirate of Dubai 

2005 
 

Urban Rural Emirate's Total  Marital 
status Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Never 
married 20.70 5.17 25.87 0.20 0.07 0.27 20.90 5.24 26.14 

Married 65.47 6.29 71.76 0.67 0.06 0.73 66.14 6.35 72.49 
Divorced 0.20 0.22 0.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.22 0.42 
Widow 0.82 0.13 0.95 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.82 0.13 0.95 
Total 87.19 11.81 99.00 0.87 0.13 1.00 88.06 11.94 100.00

 
 

The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Marital Status  
Emirate of Dubai 

2005 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• According to the vocational distribution (15 years and over) it was shown 
that the craftsmen and sales and services workers have occupy (53.53%) 
of the total employment followed by simple professions with (12.69%) 
and the professionals represents (8.66%). While, the rest of occupations 
represent (25.12%) of total employment as shown in the next table. 
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The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Profession and Sex  
 Emirate of Dubai 

2005 
 

Profession Males Females Total 
Legislators and VIPS  3.39 0.50 3.89 
Professionals 6.75 1.91 8.66 
Technicians and assistant professionals 6.00 1.14 7.14 
Clerks 2.64 1.49 4.13 
Sales and services staff 9.21 5.05 14.26 
Skilled workers in agriculture and 
fishing 0.48 0.00 0.48 

Craftsmen 38.98 0.29 39.27 
Operation workers 7.97 0.28 8.25 
Simple professions 11.65 1.04 12.69 
Armed Forces 0.63 0.01 0.64 
Others 0.36 0.23 0.59 
Total 88.06 11.94 100.00 
 

 
The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Profession  

Emirate of Dubai 
2005 
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• According to the economic activity of the employment (15 years and 
over) it was shown that the construction sector has occupied (41.13%) of 
the total employed followed by and trade repairing services sector with 
(16.82%) then transportation, storage & communications sectors occupied 
about (8.64%) and manufacturing sector occupied (4.66%) while the rest 
of sectors occupied (28.75%) of total employment as shown in the next 
table.  

 
       The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Economic Activity and  

                   Sex  Emirate of Dubai 
               2005 

  
Total Females Males Economic Activity 

0.55 0.00 0.55 Agriculture 
0.02 0.00 0.02 Fishing 

0.18 0.02 0.16 Mining and exploitation of natural 
wealth 

4.66 0.35 4.31 Conversion industries  
0.28 0.02 0.26 Electricity, gas, and water 
41.13 0.30 40.83 Reconstruction and building 
16.82 1.90 14.92 Trade and repair services 
4.93 0.72 4.21 Hotels and restaurants 

8.64 1.09 7.55 Transportation, storage and 
communications 

1.50 0.45 1.05 Financial brokerage 

5.05 0.57 4.48 Real estate,  rental and business 
services  

4.16 0.48 3.68 General administration and defense 
1.41 0.76 0.65 Education 
1.14 0.52 0.62 Health and social work 

2.03 0.29 1.74 Community services and other 
personal services 

5.94 4.03 1.91 House maids 

0.06 0.02 0.04 International organizations and 
Bodies 

1.50 0.42 1.08 Others 
100.00 11.94 88.06 Total 

 
 
 
 
 



General census of populatio  
housing &  establishments  

Emirate of Dubai                                                                                     
2005                

 7

 
 
 
 
 

The percentage of Employed (15 years and over) by Economic Activity  
 Emirate of Dubai 

2005 
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